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APPLICANT'S REPLY BRIEF TO EXAMINER^S ANSWER DATED APRIL 5. 2005 

This appeal is to decide whether, considering Eomi in view of Weaver '6072, the 
invention of Claims 1-16 was obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made. 

The claimed invention is a "horseshoe" that has "improved vibration damping and 

stifBiess". The horseshoe is made of a composition that is selected from the field of "metal 

matrix composites". The selected metal matrix composite is composed of a metal selected from 

the group of aluminum* magnesium, titanium and mixtures thereof and silicon boride selected 
06/16/8005 DBATES 00000005 038026 09838866 

01 FC*1251 ^^"^l&^fW^ silicon hexaboride and silicon tetraboride and mixtures thereof. (Appl. Pg. 2, 



* U.S. Patent No. 5.344,607 to Eom et al. 
^ U.S. Patent No. 5,573.607 to Weaver. 
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